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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEC, UK 

SUBJECT: LABOR PARTY EXTENDS BOYCOTT OF EC PARLIAMENT 

1. AS EXPECTED, THE PARLIAMENTARY LABOR PARTY (PLP) 

HAS DECIDED, BY A VOTE OF 55 TO 34, TO EXTEND FOR 
ANOTHER YEAR ITS BOYCOTT OF THE EC PARLIAMENT. THE 
DECISION WAS TAKEN NOVEMBER 21 AT THE REGULAR WEEKLY 
MEETING OF THE PLP. THE ORIGINAL DECISION LAST YEAR 
HAD BEEN CARRIED BY 1 14 VOTES TO 55. 

2. COMMENT: THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ASPECT OF THIS YEAR'S 
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MORE LABOR MPS, INCLUDING SOME OF THE LESS DIEHARD 
ANTI-MARKETEERS, ARE COMING TO REGARD THE PARTY'S 
BOYCOTT AS AN IRRELEVANT, IF NOT EMBARRASSING, POSTURE. 
ON THE OTHER HAND THEY ARE UNWILLING TO PRECIPITATE A 
MAIOR ROW BY DEFYING THE EMPHATIC DEMAND OF THE PARTY'S 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE LAST OCTOBER THAT THE BOYCOTT BE 
MAINTAINED UNTIL SUCH TIME AS A NEW LABOR GOVERNMENT 
IS ABLE TO NEGOTIATE ACCEPTABLE NEW TERMS FOR UK 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE EC. TO ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES, 
THEREFORE, THE QUESTION OF WHETHER OR NOT LABOR MPS 
SHOULD TAKE UP THEIR SEATS IN STRASBOURG HAS BEEN 
SHELVED UNTIL AFTER THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION. 

ANNENBERG 
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